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Renewables, Efficiency, and Conservation Highlights Barron Electric’s 72
nd

 Annual Meeting 

 
More than 800 Barron Electric Cooperative members and guests recently attended Barron Electric’s 72

nd
 Annual Meeting.  

Renewables, efficiency, and conservation (REC) was the theme of this year’s annual meeting.  Jeff Springer, Gen~Sys Energy, 

said, “Saving energy is easier and cheaper than producing it.”  Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), Light Emitting Diodes 

(LEDs), and Energy Star appliances are some of the ways to save energy.  Springer remarked, “Barron Electric was a leader in 

the Energy Star appliance rebates.”  Springer commented, “Paybacks on wind and solar in Wisconsin often stretch beyond 50 

years, even if the cost of money and maintenance are not considered.”  Dairyland Power Cooperative’s renewable portfolio 

includes wind, landfill gas energy, methane digesters, and the hydroelectric power plant in Ladysmith. 

 

Barron Electric’s General Manager Ken Petersen discussed the fact that the cost of energy in every sector has increased.  The 

expense of renewables, and the higher costs to meet renewable energy requirements would need to be funded by the ratepayers.  

Energy efficiency is the fifth fuel following coal, gas, renewables, and nuclear.  He commented, “The least expensive plant is 

the one you don’t have to build.”  Petersen added, “Christmas lights alone erase a year’s worth of conservation.”  Over 40% of 

Barron Electric members participate in the load management program.  “Imagine the possibilities if all members participated,” 

remarked Petersen.  There will be higher costs to meet environmental requirements.  He added that electric cars and fuel cells 

will help meet the challenges of the future.   

 

Perry Baird, Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association, commented on the recent legislative session.  Three bills were signed 

that will help electric cooperatives including: statewide licensing of electricians, removing the superinsulation standard for 

homes heated electrically, and a copper theft bill.  “We were happy about all three bills,” said Baird.  He added, “Ken Petersen 

was instrumental in laying the groundwork for these proposals.” 

 

President Selmer Nelson said, “The foundation of the cooperative is its members.  At this annual meeting, you have the 

opportunity to exercise your responsibilities.”  He commented, “The Board of Directors approved an operating budget to 

provide reliable service, and that the board is carrying out the mission of the cooperative.” 

 

Director Elections 

Director elections were held for Districts 2, 4, and 8. In District 2, Incumbent Barbara Holman ran unopposed and was 

reelected to the Board of Directors by a show of voting cards.  In District 4, Incumbent Scott Warwick defeated George 

Strom by a vote of 311 to 103.  In District 8, Incumbent Selmer Nelson was unopposed and reelected by a show of voting 

cards. At a reorganizational meeting following the annual meeting, Barron Electric’s Board of Directors re-elected Lynn 

Peterson to serve on the Dairyland Power Board of Directors. Officers for Barron Electric’s Board of Directors include: 

Selmer Nelson – President; Norman Busse – Vice President; Glenn Smith – Treasurer; and Barbara Holman – Secretary. 

 

Directors Mike Baker and Norman Busse were elected to serve on the Country Comfort Board of Directors.  Country 

Comfort is a subsidiary of Barron Electric Cooperative and four other partners offering propane services. 
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Bylaw Changes 

 Members voted on a bylaw change regarding an amendment to Bylaws Article XI, Section 1, membership in other 

organizations.  Member Charles Nizzi submitted this proposed bylaw change.  The Resolutions Committee recommended that 

the membership reject this change.  The consensus of the Resolutions Committee was that the Board of Directors currently has 

the authority under existing bylaws and policies.  Therefore, the change is unnecessary.  This proposed bylaw change was 

rejected by a show of voting cards. 

 

An amendment to Bylaws, Article III, Section 3, notice of members’ meetings was approved by a show of voting cards.  This 

amendment allows the cooperative to include electronic means to notify members of meetings. 

 

The grand prize was a 32” Sony Bravia high-definition TV, which was awarded to Stefania Mazon of Weyerhaeuser .  The kid’s 

grand prize was a bike, which was awarded to Joshua Baker of Sarona. 
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